Handwriting at Riverside
Why handwriting matters

Good handwriting increases children’s motivation: their belief in themselves as writers is predicated on
this, particularly in their first years at school. Writing involves many processes, so having fluent
handwriting is one less thing to think about.

As it says in the Writing Framework 2025:

“Pupils can gain great satisfaction and pleasure in learning how to write if the teaching is explicit,
cumulative and engaging. As they see progress and sense growing competence, their motivation to
improve increases. Gaining a new skill becomes a source of pride, in the same way as learning to play
a musical instrument. It gives them freedom to express their ideas without being hampered by an
uncomfortable pencil grip, poor letter formation or inaccurate spelling.”

Our teaching is grounded in one important principle: We always help children ‘visualise to memorise’.
We use ‘picture hooks’ to help them build a mind picture of the letter or join before they write. We never
ask children to copy letters, joins or words. Copying results in children writing what they think they see —
often starting in the wrong place or writing an approximation of the letter or join. Our aim is to build
children’s writing fluency.

Our approach

At Riverside, we teach children to read and write Set 1 sounds from the start of Reception as part of
their Read Write Inc. Phonics lessons. Children first learn to form letters while they learn to read Set 1
letter-sounds in Reception.

As soon as they can read Set 1 sounds, we teach a separate daily 10-minute handwriting lesson.
These handwriting lessons are at a different time from the Read Write Inc. lesson.

In Read Write Inc., we teach handwriting in four stages.
Read Write Inc. Handwriting — the four stages

Stage 1 begins as soon as most children can read Set 1 sounds. We continue to teach children to
form letters correctly.

Stage 2 begins during Year 1. Children learn the relative size of letters and to form letters that will
flow easily into a joined style.

Stage 3 follows straight on. Children learn how to join letters using two basic joins — the ‘bridge’ join,
the ‘hill’ join and the two variations on each.

Stage 4 helps children develop a mature and speedy style.

Each stage ensures pupils meet the National Curriculum requirements for handwriting from
Reception to Year 6.



Stage 1- Reception

Ruth Miskin
Training

Handwriting phrases for helping your child to form letters

This works best if your child practises for a short ime every day.

1. Show the picture side and air-write as you say the phrase.

2. Ask your child to practise in the air with you.

3. Using a sharp pencil and sat at a table, encourage your child o have a go.
4. Praise your child for their efforts.

Maizie, mountain, mounfain

round the apple, down the leaf - 3
glither down the snalke
round his bottom, up his tall neck and down to his feet

down the tower, across the tower

down the body, det for the head
down Nobby, over his net

down the plait and over the pirate’s face
round her face, down her hair and give her a curl
all around the orange

curl around the caterpillar

down the kangaroo's body, tail and leg

down and under, up to the top and draw the puddle
down the laces to the heel, round the toe

down the stem and draw the leaves

lift off the top and scoop out the egg

down the long leg s A

down the head to the hooves and over his back
down his back and then curl over his arm
down his body, curl and dot

down a wing, up a wing
down a horn, up a horn and under his head
down, up, down, up

21g-zag-zig .
round her head, up past her earrings and down her hair i
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down the arm and leg and repeat the other side | ot Tt e b i



Stage 2

Annig

Dina

¢ start at the bow on the top of her head
« over the top of her head

v curve down her face

 round her chin

¢ up to her ear

v up to her bow

 straight hair down

¢ add a curl (not too curvy)

+ start at her bow on the top of her head
¢ over the top of her head

v curve down her face

v round her chin

« up to her ear

¢ up to her bow

v 5piky hair — up to the top sponge and down
¢ add a curl (not too curvy)

Rewview: ad

SV |

Gaia

v start at her bow

v over her head

v curve down her face

v round her chin

¢ up to her ear

¢ up to her bow

 down her long hair to the bottom sponge
v add a round curl

Review-adg

Olive

v start at her bow

v over her head

# curve down her face
v round her chin

v up to her ear

v and up to her bow

Cara

v start at her bow

¢ over her head

¢ curve down her face

v round her chin and stop

Review:goc




v start at her crown

v aver hier head

v curve down her face
# 1ound her chin
U o her gar

 up bo heEr erowm

¢ down her long hair
# sharp flick

Chechlist

1] Uncle Urnberta

: dug.dng,aﬂ;d
Uncle ¥an

)
:

¢ start at the top of the jam
# derwn 1a Ehi Bodiam

# maund his chin

# up to his ear

# up o the top of his head
¢ back down

|+ add a curl on the line (not toe cura)

s start at the top of the jam

¢ dawn his face — ta the bottam of the jam
 maund his chin

# joan the chin by his ear

& up to the tog of his head

¢ dawn his weny strakght lang hair — to the
bottom sponge

¢ add a nice raurd eurl

¢ start at the top of the sponge
v dorn his strasght ears

¢ aver his head

v curve down his face

v make a round chin

¢ jodn his chin Lo his ears

# start at the top of the jam

¢ qidown her straight long ears - to the hottomn of

the sponge
v back up again
¢ aver the tap of her head
v curve down her face
¢ ke & mund chin
# join her chin to her cars

Review wards: yap, pupmy, good
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H h&n

" start at the top of the sponge
# slraighl dowm ber lorg Bealbser
back up 1o the top al ber beak

¢ slope up her forehead

W curve round Ber head

¢ straight down

« add a cutl far the tadl feather

Rarviesw words: bug, hop, happy

o

M hen

Review words: and, bun, hand

HA A

i hen

¥ start at the top of the jam

¥ stralght down her feather

¢ back up to the top of her beak
# slape up her forehead

¢ curve round her head

& straight down

¢ add a curl for the tall feather

o slar at the top ol The jam

¥ straight down thew feather

¥ bach wp Lo the Lop of the eak
o Slope wp the fonehead

¢ curve round ber head

¥ stralght dawn

¥ back up to the top of the beak
# slope up the forehsad

¥ curve round her head

# straight dawn

¢ add a curl far the tadl feather

Review witds: map. Mg man

r H hen # slar at the top al The jam

& ¥ straight down her feather

' ¢ back up to the top of her beak

-‘:J.-J ¥ slope wp her forehead
¢ curve round har head and stap

Review words: egg, queen, deep
Letter Hame Checklist
e 24y « start in the middle of the jam

L)

# scoap and loop wp ko the top of the egg at the top

of the jam

# round the egg back 1o the middle of the jam

Review words: egg, queen. deep




5 ) snake . ¢ start al the snake’s tongue at the top of the jam

¢ shither round the back of the egy
¥ slither round the front af the egyg
v and round the bottom of the jam

F flawar « start at the flower in the middle of the top spange
o ¢ curve gently round
' ¥ straight down the stemn te the middle of the
bottom sponge
« curve gently over the root
« go the leaves left to right — across the top of
the jarn

inget ' start at the top of tha jam
« straight dawn its bady to the bottorm af the jam

¢ add a cund for its tadl = mat too sharp, nat oo
roaund

¢ dot for the eye in the middle aof the top sponge

(Ei]

Lorng-be e ¢ start at the top of the sponge
Layla v straight down her legs to the bottom of the jam
« atdd a curl — not too shanp, not too round

Review words: long, well, smelly |

] Top hat Taylos | stan at the top ol her hat in the middle of the Lop
sSpange

# down o the battorm of the jam

o + add a curl — not tan sharp, not too Taund

« go the rim al the hat left o rfght on top of the jam

Heview words: trap, tecth, attic

k Kay the Chown < start at the top af the spange for Kay's tall hat

¢ stralght dawn to the battom of the jam
up La the middle af Lhe jam

¥ around the hocla hoop - keep it in the jam!
« rnake a diaganal ling to the beltom of the jam
. v &dd a curl = not too sharp, not too round

Heview words: knock, kitten, kick




' Jurmiping Jay

+ start at the top of the jam

+ straight doram Jay's body to the bottom of
the spomge
+ add a round curl far his legs

o dot for the eye in the middle of the top sponge

Review words: jump, jacket, jolly
Letter Hame Checklist
v V- Brmobat # start at the hand at the top of the jam

¢ dizgonal line down to the feet at the bottom of
thi jarm

+ diagonal line up to the hands at the top of the jam
the same Bolh sidey

« Slarf al the hand al the top of the jam

# diaganal line down Do The feet Al the batlom ol
the jam

" diagonal hine up to the hand at the top of the jam

¢ diagonal line down o the feet again

¢ dizgonal tine up to the hand at the top of the jam

¢ all lines are the same length

¢ start at the left hand at the top of the jam
diagonal line down to the feet at the battom of
the jam

o Uit your pencil

¥ dizsgonal line up to the hand at the top of the jam

« hand, feel lest, hand

Review wards: fox, box, exlra

r X= Bcrolat

# starf al the hand at the top of the jam
Qe acToss the jam to s head

# diaganal line dovan Lo s knees al the ballom ol
the jarm

o across the bottorm of the jarm to his feet

 hand, head. knee feet

Review words: zebra, 200, quiz




Stage 3

Stage 3 Handwriting

Children return to Letter Village for 5tage 3. They will learn two joins: the ‘hill’ join
and the 'bridge’ join. There are three variations of both joins:

Hill to jam letter Hill to top sponge letter Hill to ‘sister’ letter
Bridge to jam letter  Bridge to top sponge letter Bridge to 'sister’ letter

W1 O{ VU

Children practise each join with specific letter combinations. Then they write
words with the joins they have practised.

We teach children that all letters are joined with the ‘hill’ or ‘bridge’ join with the
exceptionofqg, |, q,y and z:

gap-jump quit yak. 200



We modify some letters to allow them to join. For example, r, e and s.

N Y Vs

Children will learn a style that looks like this:

Welcome back. to Letter VMﬂ,ge. At
Stage 3. children learn. the hill
and r[m}dger Jmm






