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Pu’rpose

This document outlines the p"rvog'r"ession of grammar knowledge and skills from Year 1 to
Year 6. It has been designed to support pupils im developing a secure understanding of

grammar tlrroug hout p'r“ima'r"g school.

The progression identifies the knowledge and skills pupils should secure l)efore moving on
to more complex concepts. While it reflects the expectations of the National Curriculum,
it also includes the small steps that help children develop confidence, accuracy and
independence as writers. Rather than viewing grammar as a collection of isolated

objectives, the progression focuses on how grammar supports purposeful writing.
The p'r“og'r“ession is built around five lcel:J principles.

. Child'r“en need secure fOU.’T'ld.CI.thTlS before moving on to more complex g'r“ammatical

conce pts.

o P’r"eviouslg taug ht |enowled9e should be revisited fr”equentlg to st'rengthen long-

term retention and reduce the need for 'r“eteaching.

e Grammar should support pupils in becoming more confident and eﬂective writers,

rather than being taught as isolated terminology.

e Each year builds upon previous lea'rning, graduallg imcreasing pupils' accuracy,

independence and control over their writing.

. Alongside explicit teaching and retrieval, pupils should be given req ular
opportunities to edit and improve their writing. This includes 'r"eflecting on the

grammatical choices they make, particularly in UKS2.

Su.ppo'r'ting P'r“ogfr“ession Tl‘n“ou.gh Retrieval

Teaching a grammar concept once is rarely enough for pupils to retain and apply it
confidentlg in their writing. Children benefit from Teg ular oppowvtunities to revisit

p"r“eviousll:] taug ht knowledge alongside new lea"r‘ning.

A consistent retrieval approach p"rovides pupils with ]crequent opportunities to recall,
practise and strengthen previously taught concepts throughout the school year. By
’rvevisiting grammar 1eq ula’r“lg, pupils st'r"engthen their understanding, make mecmingful
connections between previous and new lea'r"ning, and applg grammar more confidentlg

and accu'r“atelg in their writing.
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Retrieval is 'mcorporated through short daill:j and weekll:j activities. These activities are

designed to match pupils' current stage of learning and provide reqular opportunities to

Tevisit p'reviouslg taug ht concepts.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Dui.h:] GaP Dﬂ.i.llj GaP DuLlH GaP Duillﬂ GaP DQilH GaP

(5-10 minutes)

Mend it Mm'Ld.LLI:l Tense Tuesda Word Wecl:nesdn.g WgelzLH Check-in

(5-10 minutes) (5-10 minut23 (5-10 minutes) Ed R [optitm.al Teview)

Below is an example of the objectives that are revisited over a three-week period through

the whole prima’rvg phase.

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year & Year 5 Year 6
Adverbs D_f Pnss[bll[llj
Cup[tul Letters Verbs Apostﬂ-ophes [rmixed) Aposl‘rophes Contraction | Inverted Commas
Inverted Commas /
Suﬁu ‘ed Apostrophes Contraction | Punctuation Inverted Commas Relative Clauses Apostrophes
& Punctuation (7 1 ) Punctuation ( L PA ) Subheud'mgs Ho'mophmzs Suﬁb{es {ise,lflj,ate} Pronouns

Co’mpos'mg Sentences Usi'ng ‘but’ Apostﬂ-ophes Contraction | Sentence Ed.lti:n.g Parenthesis Relative Clauses
Demm"ccl.t[‘ng Sentences | Adverbs Prepositions Plural / Possessive S. P'ref'u( ‘over’ Suﬁixes '[se,ifg,u‘tz'
Capital Letters Subordination Verbs Quastion Marts Homophones Sentence lepes

Direct Speech

Demarcating Sentences | Adverhs Maim Clauses Arange of punctuation | Objects / Subjects

5 |Nouns Suffixes ness fment) | Expanded Noun Phrases | XPonded Noun Phrases { ¢ e - Fr Ady, Coloms
Using ‘and’ Coordination Apostrophes Camtraction |7 ePositions Relative Clauses Determiners
Ordering Sentences Possessive Apostrophes | Tnverted Commas jﬁ;‘;{:ﬁ:ﬁ;osf;‘sﬂl::“ Prefixes General Punctuation
Using ‘but General Punctuation | Adverbs Apostrophes (mixed) Modal Verbs Subordinate Clauses
Plural Nouns Creating Adverbs with ‘ly’ | Inverted Commas General Punctuation Commas (Parenthesis) Passive Voice

Order mq Sentences
D emarcating Sentences

Usimg ‘becaus e

C omamas
Apnsh"nphes Contraction

Coordination

Subordimate Clauses

Sentence Structure

Word Families

Sub heudi:ng 5
Fronted Adverbials

Sentence Types

Determiners
A pastrop hes

Sufixes ‘ise,ate,ous’

Brackets
A postrop hes

Inverted Commas
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Punctuation

Year 1 o Use fmger" spaces to separate words

o Demarcate sentences with capital letters and ]cull stops

o Begin to use question marks to demarcate questions

*  Begin to use exclamation marks to show excitement or strong feelings

o Use capital letters for days of the week, months, places and names and the personal

Ll
pronoun I

Year 2 e Demarcate sentences accuratelg with capital letters and full stops
o Use question marks to demarcate questions

e Use exclamation marks to demarcate exclamations

e Use commas to separate items in a list

e Use apostr"ophes fo'r" contracted fom‘ms (can'z‘, Im)

e Use apostr"ophes to show s'mgula’r“ possession (the a'o_gs tail)

Year 3 e Use commas to demarcate an opening subordinate clause.

e Use inverted commas to go around spoken words (“Let’s 90" said Tom.)

Year 4 o+ Use commas after fronted adverbials

. Co*r"r“ectlg demarcate direct speech (Annie moaned Tve had enou_g/t./ )

+  Use commas after introductory words and phrases (As quick as a ﬂas/z,.../
o Use the plural possessive apostrophe to show plural possession

o Use the singular possessive apostrophe for irreqular plural nouns (the children’s room)

Year 5 o+ Use commas, brackets and dashes to offset parenthesis

¢+ Use commas to add extra information, including non-essential relative clauses
(parentheses)

o+ Use commas to clarify meaning (I love cooking my cat and eating v I love cooking, my cat

and eat'mg)

Year 6 +  Use semicolons to mark the boundary between closely related independent clauses
Use semicolons within lists to separate complex items

e Use colons to introduce a list

+  Use colons to introduce an explanation or description

+  Use dashes to mark the boundary between independent clauses

o Usebullet points to present information clearly

e Use hgphe’ns to avoid ambiguitg (small business owner v small-business owner) a’ndjo'm

words (cmce—ln—a—lifetime, twe'ntlj—seven)
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Sentence

Yea’r“ 1

The fou’ndatio*ns should be clear in that children should understand that a sentence is fo*r“med bg a

su.bject and a verb and must make sense. Children must master this skill before moving on to more

varied and complex sentence structures.

Whrite basic subject + verb sentences which are extended bl_,J si’mple extra 'mfo*r“mation, such
as where or when it happened

Use ‘and’ to join sentences together

Use because to offer simple reasons

Join sentences together to create cohesive simple passages (I went fishing. I caught a fish.
We ate it forr“ dinner)

Year 2 e Add detail to s'rmple sentences with expanded noun ph'r“ases (The lazg cat slept on the hard
floor-)
o Use the coordinating conjunctions and, or, but to join sentences
o Use the subordinating conjunctions if, when, because to extend sentences
o Identifg and write the fo ur diﬂ:er“ent sentence types: questions, exclamations, statements
and commands.
(Children should understand their grammatical features. For example, exclamations starting with
what / how and commands starting with an imperative verb.)
o Begin to understand, especially in non-fiction texts, that information should be grouped
into groups
o Begin to choose simple sentence openings that suit the text type
Year 3 o Use further coordinating conjunctions so and yet to join sentences
o Use further subordinating conjunctions while, whilst, since, as, before, until, although and
after to extend sentences
o Begin to understand that subordinate clauses can appear before or after the main clause
o Use prepositions to extend sentences
+  Begin to vary sentence openers (ccnj unctions, adverbs, prepositional phrases, ed/ 'mg)
+  Group information into clear paragraphs
+  Use headings and subheadings in non-fiction texts
o  Use short sentences to create emphasis or excitement
o Begin to use a wider range of sentence structures throughout extended writing pieces
Year 4 +  Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions to express increasingly complex

relationships

Use subordinate clauses at the beginning and the end of main clauses

Use a range of fronted adverbials to vary sentence openings

Use expanded noun phrases modified by prepositional phrases to provide more
imformation about a noun

Use a wider range of sentence openers (conjunctions, adverbs, prepositional phrases, ed/

ing, similes, metapho*r“s) with more interesting vocabulary
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Va'r"H sentence structures th’r“oug hout a piece of writing
Use pronouns to aid cohesion across sentences

Use clear pa'rag'r"aph'mg ccmsistentllj

Year 5

Use parenthesis to add extra information

Use relative clauses to offer more detail about a noun

Select sentence structures deliberatellj to suit the pur-pose and eﬁect of the writing

Use a wider Tange of subomd'mat'mg conjunctions to vary sentence structures and express
more complex 'r“elationships between ideas

Use further coordinating conjunctions for and nor to join sentences

Use a wider range of sentence openings, including dialogue, adverbials and repetition

where appro prriate

Year 6

Select sentence structures delibervatelg to suit au.dience, pur-pose and eﬂect.
Manipulate sentence length to control pace and emphasis

Effectively combine simple, compound and complex sentences fluently

Use a range of sentence openings appropriately across a text

Adapt sentence structures to suit forr"mal and infomal writing

Use the su.bj unctive fo'r"m to create a forr“mal tone

Use the passive voice to aﬂect the presentation of 1nfomatlon in a sentence
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Word
Year 1 Understand and 'Ldentifg nouns
Understand and 'Ldentifg verbs
Understand and identify adjectives
Choose basic, suitable adjectives to describe nouns
Children should understand the concept of a subject but do mot meed to expla'm the
meaning of a subject
Add'mg the suﬁixes "mg', ‘ed’ and ‘er’ to write new words where no root change is
required (teach + ing = teaching)
Using the suffixes ‘es’ and 's’ to write plural nouns
Us'mg the prr“efix ‘un’ to change the meaning of the oot word.
Year 2 Identifg nouns, verbs and adjectives across sentences
Choose suitable adjectives to describe a noun to create an expanded noun ph’r“ase.
Begin to select more detailed adjectives (huge instead of big)
Understand that adverbs tell us how the verb happened (quicklg, ca’refullg).
Beg'm to understand the term conjunction
Create nouns using the suffixes mess’ and ‘er’
Create adjectives using the suﬁixes ‘less’ and 'ful'
Create adjectives using the suffixes ‘er’ and ‘est’
Create adverbs using the suffix ‘ly’
Create nouns by compounding words (wind + mill = windmill)
Year 3 Fully understand the purpose of nouns, adjectives and verbs
Understand that adverbs tell us how, when or where the verb happened
Understand and identify prepositions and conjunctions
Select more precise nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs
Form mouns using a wider Tange of p'r“eflxes (s uper, anti, auto).
Understand and use ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly
Recognise word families and understand how words are related (solve, solution, solved)
Understand how prefixes and suffixes change the meaning or function of words
Begin to select more ambitious vocabulary to improve writing
Year 4 Understand the difference between plural and possessive ‘s’

Recognise and use Standard English verb forms

Understand and identify pronouns

Understand how pronouns replace nouns to avoid repetition

Begin to understand the difference between personal and possessive pronouns
Understand and identify determiners

Choose appropriate determiners to make writing more precise
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Year 5 Identifg the Tange of p*r“eviouslg taug ht word classes
Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes (ate, ise, zfy)
Use modal verbs and adverbs oj: possibillty to indicate deg’rees of possibilitg
Chcmge the mea’n'mg of verbs th’rvough prefixes (mis, dis, de, over, re

Year 6 Understand the featu'r“es oj: fo*r'mal and 'mfow“mal lang uage

Select the correct level of fO'r'malitH to reﬂect the purpose of their writing

Identifg arange of synonyms and cmtorngms




EASY EDUCATION

Version 1.0 July 2026

Tense
Year 1 Whrite si’mple sentences in the s'rmple present tense
Beg'm to understand that the suﬁix ‘ed’ means that someth'mg has happened in the
past
Year 2 Wieite in the past and present tense
Understand that some past tense verbs are i"r“r"egula'r“
Maintain the same tense th’roug hout a piece o]c writing
Use the past and present prr“og”r"essive tense
Year 3 Use tense accurately most of the time
Form and use the present perfect tense
Year 4 Select and maintain appropriate tenses across longer“ pieces of writing
Recognise when a change of tense is needed
Year 5 Confidently use all previously taught tenses
Form the past perfect tense
Shift tense accu’r"atelg where appropriate
Year 6 Maintain accurate tense throughout complex pieces of writing

Select and comfidentlg use the most appropriate tense




