Riverside Primary School and Nursery
Planning Overview
2026-2027
Reception

Curriculum foundations EYFS Statutory Framework « Development Matters « Drawing Club + Oracy 21 + Read
Write Inc. Phonics «+ Mastering Number + Handwriting + Responsible Behaviour Curriculum

Curriculum Priorities & Thinking (Intent) What we want every child to know, understand and be able
to do.

How adults, routines, direct teaching, play and provision
make that learning happen.

Achievement & Progress (Impact) Progression is shown through continuous assessment,
questioning, knowledge acquisition and meeting ELGs.

1. Curriculum Priorities and Thinking

Our Reception curriculum gives every child the secure foundations, language, knowledge, confidence and learning behaviours
needed fo thrive in Year 1 and beyond. It begins with the child, their family and lived experience, then deliberately widens
horizons through carefully chosen stories, real experiences, talk, purposeful play and explicit teaching.

Our ambition is that by the end of Reception, children will be confident communicators, increasingly fluent early readers and
writers, flexible mathematical thinkers, curious investigators, creative makers, physically capable learners and

kind, responsible members of their community.



End Points

Communication and
self-regulation
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Attentive listening, rich talk, explaining ideas, managing feelings, following routines and working with
others.

Early literacy

Secure phonological knowledge at the appropriate RWI stage; increasingly automatic word reading;
comprehension through talk; confident mark-making and sentence writing.

Number sense

Fluency and flexibility with number, composition, subitising, comparison and the mathematical
language promoted through Mastering Number.

Knowledge of the world

Connected knowledge of family, community, seasons, living things, places, past and present,
technology and contrasting environments.

Physical competence

Core strength, coordination, safe movement, fine-motor control, pencil control, tool use and growing
independence in self-care.

Physical competence

Purposeful choices in art, construction, music, movement, role play and story invention.
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2. Curriculum and teaching
Teaching is responsive but not accidental. Adults identify the small steps children need, model them precisely, give time to

practise, and revisit them in meaningful contexts. Weekly plans adapt to children's interests, misconceptions, assessment and
significant local or national events without losing the intended progression.

High-quality interactions Adults comment, model, recast, extend vocabulary, ask purposeful questions and create back-and-
forth exchanges. Thinking time and talk partners enable participation.

Drawing Club A shared story, traditional tale or animation becomes a vehicle for vocabulary, imagination, oral
composition, drawing and increasingly independent writing. Children develop character, setting and
adventure ideas and use “codes” with meaning.

Oracy 21 Children learn to talk, learn through talk and learn about talk. Adults explicitly model and develop
the physical, linguistic, cognitive, and social-emotional strands through partner talk, storytelling,
discussion, explanation and presentation.

RWINC Phonics Daily, systematic and cumulative teaching follows the current RWI assessment, grouping, lesson
structure, sound sequence, blending, word reading, handwriting and spelling guidance. Keep-up



https://drive.google.com/drive/search?q=oracy%2021
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and catch-up are immediate and targeted.

Mastering Number Daily sessions follow the current NCETM programme sequence and representations. Adults
emphasise subitising, cardinality, composition, comparison and mathematical talk; learning is
revisited in routines and provision.

Real P.E Weekly Activities focusing entirely on exploration, play-based movement, and growing confidence.

Responsible Behaviour

Curriculum

Explicit weekly teaching, assemblies, circle time, modelling and consistent routines develop
executive functioning, school culture and positive relationships, aligned with Ready, Respectful and
Safe.

Continuous provision

Core areas remain stable so children can deepen schemas and apply learning. Enhancements are
intentional, accessible and linked to current knowledge—not decorative topic changes.

Handwriting

A cumulative sequence develops posture, core and shoulder stability, hand strength, bilateral
coordination, crossing the midline, pre-writing patterns, pencil control, RWT letter formation, words
and increasingly fluent sentence writing.

Focused teaching

Short whole-class, group and individual episodes teach new knowledge and skills, followed by



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17B3wzdi9ek2GVMeQTIruO3n8xZorv26u
https://app.realpe.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vf7OplfFD5B4xVJ5tj_IvfQD2QIh7d7Atn8HOyAgxyU/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vf7OplfFD5B4xVJ5tj_IvfQD2QIh7d7Atn8HOyAgxyU/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
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supported and independent practice.

Partnership with families Two-way communication, workshops, home reading, programme guidance and sensitive sharing of
next steps support continuity between home and school.

3.Achievement & Progress

Impact is judged through what children know, remember, explain and do over time—not through the quantity of recorded
evidence. Assessment is proportionate, mainly formative and rooted in adults knowing children well.

Starting points Transition information, home visits, Establish relationships; adapt environments and
daily observations, language, self-care, | teaching; identify children needing early support.
play, physical skills, early literacy
and number knowledge.

Daily formative assessment Observation, conversation, work, RWI | Feedback in the moment; re-model; adjust
responses, Mastering Number grouping, resources, questioning and provision.
responses, routines and play.
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Programme assessment RWTI assessments at the programme’s
expected intervals; Mastering Number
checks; Oracy 21 and handwriting
observations.

Maintain programme fidelity; provide rapid keep-
up: explicitly teach the next oracy or handwriting
step; secure prerequisites before moving on.

Termly review Professional dialogue across the seven
areas, progress from starting points,
participation and independence.

Identify cohort priorities, individuals at risk of
falling behind and adaptations or intervention
required.

Statutory end point EYFS Profile against the 17 Early
Learning Goals, completed through
best-fit professional judgement.

Support accurate transition to Year 1 and
communicate strengths and next steps.

Indicators of successful impact

e Children use taught vocabulary and knowledge spontaneously in talk, play, drawing and writing.

e Children transfer skills across contexts and require less adult scaffolding over time.

e RWInc and Mastering Number assessment shows children keeping pace from their individual starting points, with gaps

acted on quickly.

e Children sustain attention, regulate with support, collaborate, persevere and make purposeful choices.

e Books, rhymes, experiences and concepts are remembered and connected across the year.
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e Disadvantaged children, children with SEND, children learning English as an additional language and those with other
vulnerabilities participate meaningfully and make strong progress.
e Transition information demonstrates that children are well prepared for the academic, social and practical demands of

Year 1.

Professional judgement Development Matters supports curriculum design; it is not a tick-list. Practitioners use their
knowledge of child development and the statutory ELGs while recognising that development is not linear.

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me Who am I ? - seasons * Owl Babies; Hugless Douglas; The Three Little Pigs;
Halloween Brambly Hedge:Autumn Story; We're Going on a Bear
Hunt; Room on the Broom; Winnie the Witch

Autumn 2 Belonging and Where do I belong? Five Minutes' Peace; Snow White; Postman Pat;
Community Celebrations * autumn/winter | One Snowy Night; The Gingerbread Man; Pingu;
Stick Man
Spring 1 Imagination Fantasy and adventure * Billy and the Dragon; Puss in Boots; The Clangers:;
winter Aliens Love Underpants; The Princess and the Pea;

Button Moon
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Spring 2 Wellbeing Food and healthy habits - Supertato; Goldilocks and the Three Bears; The
spring/Easter Trap Door; Six Dinner Sid; The Magic Porridge Pot
Summer 1 Growing Change over time * gardening * | Click, Clack, Moo; Jack and the Beanstalk;
farm animals * spring Camberwick Green; Farmer Duck: Chicken Licken
Summer 2 Transition Ready for new journeys - There's a Snake in My School; The Three Billy
Goats Gruff; Mr Benn Goes to the Zoo; Tiddler;
summer Little Red Riding Hood; Paddington Bear; The Lion
Inside

Whole-year non-negotiables

Daily Read Write Inc. Phonics, with immediate keep-up and decodable reading matched to taught sounds.

Daily Mastering Number, supported by carefully chosen manipulatives and mathematical talk.

Daily story, rhyme, singing, conversation and vocabulary rehearsal.
Daily purposeful talk using Oracy 21 strategies, with explicit teaching across the four oracy strands.
Daily access to indoor and outdoor continuous provision across all seven areas.

Weekly Drawing Club cycle and explicit Responsible Behaviour Curriculum teaching.

Frequent gross-motor and fine-motor practice, including RWI handwriting language and formation.

Regular review of children’s learning, participation, wellbeing and independence.
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Autumn 1 — Marvellous Me
Enquiry question: Who am I ?| 8 weeks (First week transition)

Context and text spine
Starting school; identity; family; senses and body; homes; familiar routines; autumn; Halloween.
e Owl Babies
e Hugless Douglas
e The Three Little Pigs
e Brambly Hedge: Autumn Story
e We're Going on a Bear Hunt
e Room on the Broom
e Winnie the Witch

Core knowledge children will build

Names of key adults and spaces; Riverside Primary School and Nursery rules Ready, Respectful and Safe; routines keep us
safe; families and homes can be similar and different; autumn brings observable seasonal change.
Progress across the seven areas.

Behaviour and executive functioning

Following Instructions — classroom rules, attention and listening, emotional regulation, respect for self and the
environment, safe routines.
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Continuo ovision and enhanceme
Home role play; mirrors and self-portrait media; family photo/talk prompts; loose-parts homes; autumn investigation
table; story maps; name-making; counting collections; movement trails.

Autumn 2 — Belonging and Community
Enquiry question: How do we belong together? | 7 weeks

Context and text spine
Family and school community; people who help us; celebrations; light and dark: autumn into winter.
e Five Minutes’ Peace
e Snow White
e Postman Pat
e One Snowy Night
e The Gingerbread Man
e Pingu
e Stick Man
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-ore knowledae child il build

Communities include people with different roles; celebrations have similarities and differences; winter changes, weather,
daylight and living things; kindness helps everyone belong.

Behaviour and executive functioning

Playing with Others — sharing space and resources, joining play, kind communication, turn-taking, repairing relationships and
respecting differences.

i isi
Post office; community maps; celebration artefacts chosen sensitively; ice investigations; story small worlds; repeating-
pattern studio; message writing; delivery routes and obstacle play.
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Spring 1 — Imagination
Enquiry question: How can stories take us beyond what is real? | 6 weeks

Context and text spine

Fantasy and adventure; heroes and villains; space; invented worlds; winter.
e Billy and the Dragon
e Puss in Boots
e The Clangers
e Aliens Love Underpants
e The Princess and the Pea
e Button Moon

c i i i
Stories have characters, settings and events; authors and storytellers can invent; Earth is our planet and space contains
other celestial objects; materials and forces affect how models work.

Behaviour and executive functioning
Following Rules — understand why rules exist, apply them in different contexts, manage impulses, accept outcomes and
contribute to fair play.
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~onti sion and enl

Space station role play; shadow and light area; fantasy maps; junk-model rockets; story stones; puppet theatre; design
station; alien counting and pattern challenges.

Spring 2 — Wellbeing
Enquiry question: What helps our bodies and minds stay healthy? | 5 weeks

Context and text spine
Food; healthy habits; bodies; growth; spring; Easter and other significant traditions.

e Supertato

e (Goldilocks and the Three Bears
e The Trap Door

e Six Dinner Sid

e The Magic Porridge Pot

Core knowledge children will build
Bodies need varied food, water, sleep, exercise, hygiene and care; feelings give us information; spring brings new
growth; heating and mixing can change materials.
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Behavi l ive functioni

Observe and Copy — notice effective models, imitate safely, accept feedback, practise deliberately and understand that
choices influence others.

Continuous provision and enhancements
Healthy café; tooth-care station; recipe writing; balance and movement circuit; seed/food investigation; porridge capacity
lab; wellbeing toolkit; observational art.

Summer 1 — Growing
Enquiry question: How do living things change over time? | 6 weeks

Context and text spine
Gardening; plants; farm animals; life cycles; spring into summer; care for the environment.
e (Click, Clack, Moo
e Jack and the Beanstalk
e Camberwick Green
e Farmer Duck
e Chicken Licken
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Core knowledge children will build
Living things grow and change; plants need suitable conditions; animals have life cycles and needs; farms produce

food and involve different roles; humans can care for or damage environments.

Behaviour and executive functioning

Responsible independence — organise belongings and resources, sustain attention, take appropriate risk, complete
responsibilities, solve small problems and ask for help when needed.

Continuous provision and enhancements
Working garden; growth-measure station; farm shop/small world; life-cycle models; observational journals; pulley and

transport construction; seed counting; natural sculpture.
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Summer 2 — Transition
Enquiry question: What helps us become ready for a new journey? | 7 weeks
+ 3 days

Context and text spine
Summer; journeys; oceans and animals; courage; change; memories; preparation for Year 1.

e There's a Snake in My School
e The Three Billy Goats Gruff
e Mr Benn Goes to the Zoo

e Tiddler

e Little Red Riding

e Hood

e Paddington Bear

e The Lion Inside

Core knowledge children will build

Change can bring different feelings and strategies help; journeys have routes and purposes; environments support different
living things; skills improve through practice; Reception learning continues into Year 1.
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Behavio d executive ioni
Change, resilience and readiness — express feelings about transition, use coping strategies, follow less familiar routines, show

independence, resolve conflict and act safely in new situations.

Continuous provision and enhancements

Travel agency and maps; ocean investigation; transition role play; memory museum; independent writing studio; bridge
challenges; summer safety prompts; child-led performance and design.
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PRIME AREAS

Personal, Social and

Emotional

Development

See themselves as a
valuable individual.

Understand how to listen
carefully and why listening is
important.

Revise and refine the
fundamental movement
skills they have already
acquired:

-rollig,

- crawling,,

-walking,

-jumping,

-running,

-hopping,,

-skipping,

-climbing

Read individual letters
by saying the sounds
for them.

SPECIFIC AREAS

Mathematics

Count objects, actions
and sounds.

Understanding

the World

Talk about members
of their immediate
family and
community.

Expressive
Arts and

Design

Explore, use and
refine a variety of
artistic effects to
express their ideas
and feelings.

Build constructive and
respectful relationships.

Learn new vocabulary.

Progress towards a more
fluent style of moving, with
developing control and
grace.

Blend sounds into
words, so that they can
read short words made
up of known
letter-sound
correspondences.

Subitise.

Name and describe
people who are
familiar to them.

Return to and build
on their previous
learning, refining
ideas and
developing their
ability to represent
them.
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Use new vocabulary
throughout the day.

Express their feelings and
consider the feelings of
others.

Develop the overall body
strength, coordination,
balance and agility needed
to engage successfully with
future physical education
sessions and other physical
disciplines including dance,
gymnastics, sport and
swimming.

Read some letter
groups that each
represent one sound
and say sounds for
each of them.

Link the number
symbol (numeral) with
its cardinal number
value.

Comment on images
of familiar situations
in the past.

Create
collaboratively,
sharing ideas,
resources and
skills.

Ask questions to find out
more and to check they
understand what has been
said to them.

Show resilience and
perseverance in the face of
challenge.

Develop their small motor
skills so that they can use a
range of tools competently,
safely and confidently.

Read a few common
exception words
matched to the school’s
phonic programme.

Count beyond ten.

Compare and
contrast characters
from stories,
including figures
from the past.

Listen attentively,
move to and talk
about music,
expressing their
feelings and
responses.

Articulate their ideas and
thoughts in well-formed
sentences.

Identify and moderate their
own feelings socially and
emotionally.

Suggested tools: pencils for
drawing and writing,
paintbrushes, scissors,
knives, forks and spoons.

Read simple phrases
and sentences made
up of words with
known letters—sound
correspondences and,
where necessary, a few
exception words.

Compare numbers.

Draw information
from a simple map.

Watch and talk
about dance and
performance art,
expressing their
feelings and
responses.

Connect one idea or action to
another using a range of
connectives.

Think about the
perspectives of others.

Use their core muscle
strength to achieve a good
posture when sitting at a
table or sitting on the floor.

Re-read these
books to build up
their confidence in
word reading, their
fluency and their
understanding and
enjoyment.

Understand the ‘one
more than/one less
than’ relationship
between consecutive
numbers.

Understand that
some places are
special to members
of their community.

Sing in a group or
on their own,
increasingly
matching the pitch
and following the
melody.
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Describe events in some
detail.

Manage their own needs.

- Personal hygiene

Combine different
movements with ease and
fluency.

Form lower-case and
capital letters correctly.

Explore the
composition of
numbers to 10.

Recognise that
people have different
beliefs and celebrate
special times in
different ways.

Develop storylines
in their pretend

play.

Use talk to help work out
problems and organise
thinking and activities, and
to explain how things work

and why they might happen.

Know and talk about the
different factors that
support their overall
health and wellbeing:

- regular physical activity
-healthy eating
-toothbrushing
-sensible amounts of
‘screen time’

-having a good sleep
routine

-being a safe pedestrian

Confidently and safely use a
range of large and small
apparatus indoors and
outside, alone and in a

group.

Spell words by
identifying the sounds
and then writing the
sound with letter/s.

Automatically recall
number bonds for
numbers 0-5 and
some to 10.

Recognise some
similarities and
differences between
life in this country
and life in other
countries.

Explore and
engage in music
making and dance,
performing solo or
in groups.

Develop social phrases.

Develop overall
body-strength, balance,
coordination and agility.

Write short sentences
with words with known
letter-sound
correspondences using
a capital letter and full
stop.

Select, rotate and
manipulate shapes to
develop spatial
reasoning skills.

Explore the natural
world around them.

Engage in story times.

Further develop and refine a

range of ball skills including:

throwing, catching, kicking,

passing, batting, and aiming.

Re-read what they have
written to check that it
makes sense.

Compose and
decompose shapes so
that children
recognise a shape can
have other shapes
within it, just as
numbers can.

Describe what they
see, hear and feel
whilst outside.
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Listen to and talk about Develop confidence, Continue, copy and Recognise some
stories to build familiarity and competence, precision and create repeating environments that
understanding. accuracy when engaging in patterns. are different to the

activities that involve a ball.

one in which they
live.

Retell the story, once they
have developed a deep
familiarity with the text,
some as exact repetition
and some in their own
words.

Develop the foundations of a Compare length,

handwriting style which is weight and capacity.

fast, accurate and efficient.

Understand the
effect of changing
seasons on the
natural world around
them.

Use new vocabulary in
different contexts.

Further develop the
skills they need to
manage the school day
successfully:

- lining up and queuing
-mealtimes

Listen carefully to rhymes and
songs, paying attention to
how they sound.

Learn rhymes, poems and
songs.

Engage in non-fiction books.
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Listen to and talk about
selected non-fiction to
develop a deep familiarity
with new knowledge and

vocabulary.

P.E Real P.E
Fridays

Unit 1 Following
Instructions

In this unit, the
children will develop
and apply their
footwork and one
leg balance through
focused thematic
stories, songs and
games.

Unit 2 Play with
others

In this unit, the
children will
develop and apply
their jumping and
landing and seated
balance through
focused thematic
stories, songs and
games.

Unit 3 Follow
Rules

In this unit, the
children will
develop and apply
their dynamic
balance on a line
and stance
through focused
thematic stories,
songs and games.

Unit 4 Observe and
Copy

In this unit, the
children will develop
and apply their ball
skills and counter
balance with a
partner through
focused thematic
stories, songs and
games.

Unit 5 Move in
differents ways

In this unit, the
children will
develop and
apply their
sending and
receiving and
reaction and
response
through focused
thematic
stories, songs
and games.

Unit 6 Exercise and
Good Health

In this unit, the
children will develop
and apply their ball
chasing and floor
work balance
through focused
thematic stories,
songs and games.
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Trips/visits/
experiences

Stay and play
Maidenhead Library
Visit

Halloween Disco

Stay and Play

St Luke's
christmas tree
(RE)

Nativity

Stay and Play

Mother's day Stay
and play

Easter Parade

Stay and Play

Butterflies

Father's day Stay
and Play

Cinema Visit

National School
Sports Week

Science Week

Graduation
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Reception Oracy Skills to be Introduced
Physical Linguistic Cognitive Social and Emotional

To use gestures to support meaning in

play.

To use talk in play to
practise new vocabulary.

To ask a question.

To listen attentively in a pair or small
group.

To speak audibly so they can be heard

and understood.

To join phrases with words
such as 'if, because, so,

To use 'because’ to develop
their ideas.

To take turns to speak with a partner
independently.

could, but’
To describe events that have
happened to them in detail.
To wonder about ideas.
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Oracy skill/s To use gestures | To speak Toaska To ask a To describe To use
to support audibly so they | question. question. events that 'because’ to
meaning in play. | can be heard have happened | develop their
and understood | To speak To use talk in [ to them in ideas.
To listen audibly so they | play fo practise | detail.
attentively ina | To use gestures | can be heard new vocabulary. To take turns
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pair or small to support and understood To use talk in to speak with a
group. meaning in play. To speak play to practise | partner
To use talk in audibly so they | new vocabulary. | independently.
To use talk in To listen play to practise | can be heard
play to practise | attentively ina | new vocabulary. | and understood | To speak To wonder
new vocabulary. | pair or small audibly so they | about ideas.
group. To listen To take turns | can be heard
attentively ina | to speak with a | and understood | To ask a
To use talk in pair or small partner question.
play to practice | group. independently.
new vocabulary. To speak
audibly so they
can be heard
and understood
Outcome Role Play Drawing Club Drawing Club Easter Parade | Circle time Graduation
Free play Circle time Circle Time Circle Time Drawing Club Circle Time
Circle time Nativity Show and Tell | Carpet Games | Experiences Show and
Circle time Show and Show and tell Drawing Club
Drawing Club
Purpose Being able to Being able to Uses simple Being able to Being able to Talk audibly in
follow the sing or recite a | question during | sing, recite or | sing, recite or | front of the
oracy ladder poem in front | show and tell talk in front of | talk in front of | parents and
during Drawing | of her parents. | Being able to her parents. her parents. peers.
Club . Being able to follow the Uses simple Uses simple Listening
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Use new follow the oracy ladder question during | question during | carefully
vocabulary oracy ladder during Drawing | show and tell show and tell Ask questions.
during free during Drawing | Club . Use new Use new Take turns
flow. Club . Use new vocabulary vocabulary
Being able to Use new vocabulary during free during free
express their | vocabulary during free flow. flow.
needs. during free flow. Being able to Being able to
flow. Being able to express their | express their
Being able to express their | needs. needs.
express their needs.
needs.
Audience Peers/ teacher | Parents/peers/ | Peers/Teacher |Parents/Peers | peers/teachers |Parents/Peers/
teachers / teachers Teachers




